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P ro m o t i o nM ICH I GAN

The largest plastic fab-
ricator in the Midwest 
is poised to enter yet 

another major expansion in its 
67-year history. Cope Plastics, 
Inc. President and CEO Jane 
Saale has hired Vice President 
of Sales John M. Lee to lead the 
company’s national sales staff, 
and will be expanding its sales 
territories to improve service in 
Michigan and Ohio in 2013. 

One of the granddaughters of 
company founder Dwight Cope 
and an owner of the company 
since 2004, Saale explains the 

company is building on its strengths to meet increasing demands for plastic 
sheet, rod and tube solutions. “Buyers are looking for the broad fabrication 
capabilities, high quality products, expertise, support and reliable delivery we 
are widely known for,” she explains. 

Cope Plastics is the premier distributor and fabricator for 7,000 companies 
in the region and nationwide -- Original Equipment Manufacturers involved in 

heavy equipment, agriculture, food service, energy, 
aerospace, medical, transportation, retail, graphics 
and other industries. “We serve the industries 
that drive the economy by maintaining the area’s 
largest inventory of engineering plastics, graphics 
materials, acrylics and polycarbonates and by 
having a senior level team of professionals who 
provide custom fabrication, design assistance and 
other vital services,” says Saale.

Efficient, Cost-Effective,  
Flexible Solutions

Among the oldest such companies in the U.S., 
Alton, Ill.-based Cope Plastics has 16 branch 

sales locations and 300,000 square feet of sales office, warehouse and fabrica-
tion capacity. The dedicated fabrication facilities and world-class machinists 
produce finished parts or components of finished parts for prototypes, short 
runs, production runs or maintenance parts to exacting quality assurance 
standards. The company has been ISO 9001:2008 certified since 1999.
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Cope Plastics, Inc.
Cope Plastics partners with the world’s leading 

plastic manufacturers such as Quadrant Engineering 
Plastic Products, Röchling Engineering Plastics, 
Bayer MaterialScience LLC and Plaskolite, Inc. to 
ensure a high quality of stock shape products with 
consistent tolerances, stress levels and other factors. 

Quadrant is the world’s largest developer 
and manufacturer of machinable plastics. With 
a product line ranging from UHMW-PE to 
high-performance materials, Quadrant offers 
Cope plastic solutions to the diverse industries it 
supports including medical, construction, heavy 
equipment, semi conductor, automotive and food 
and beverage.

Röchling is an American subsidiary of a billion 
dollar global company that delivers quality, high-
performance UHMW, HDPE, PP, Nylon, Acetal 
and other innovative specialty plastics.

Bayer MaterialScience LLC produces Makrolon® 
Polycarbonate sheet products domestically. Cope 
Plastics expertly fabricates Makrolon® polycarbon-
ate sheets in various gauges for customers in several 
market segments including architectural, industrial, 
transportation and sign markets.

Plaskolite, headquartered in Columbus, Oh., 
is the world’s largest manufacturer of acrylic sheet. 
Cope’s highly trained and experienced fabrica-
tion team quickly and accurately saw cut or laser 
Plaskolite sheet to create everything from pallets of 
material to a demanding finished part or component.

“Everything we do is designed to save customers 
time and lower the total cost of acquisition,” says 
Saale. “Our investment in technology, quality assur-
ance, development of expertise, relationships with 
leading plastic manufacturers, and our expansive 
supply chain management system well positions us to 
take advantage of new markets in surrounding states.”

Jane Saale,  
President, CEO
Jane Saale is one of the 
granddaughters of the 
founder of Cope Plastics and 
has been with the company 
for 26 years. She became 
president in 2004. Saale 
has been recognized as the 
St. Louis Business Journal’s 
“Most Influential Business 
Woman” (2006) and as a St. 
Louis Top Women Business 
Owners by St. Louis Small 
Business Monthly (2006).
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Family is the foundation of  Cope Plastics, which is owned 
by the 2nd and 3rd generation of the Beem family. Top, from 
left: Roxanne Wittman, Jane Saale and Donna Rintoul; 
seated: Cindy Smalley, Donald Beem and Sharilyn Beem.
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